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A discrete mapping (often just called a "map" in mathematics) is a function that defines the 

evolution of a system in discrete time steps. Instead of changing continuously (like a flowing 

river), the system "jumps" from one state to the next at specific, separate intervals (like the 

ticking of a clock). 

 

Think of it as a rule that tells you: 

 

"If the system is in state Xn at step n, then at the next step n+1, it will be in state Xn+1" 

 

This is mathematically represented by a recurrence relation: Xn+1= f(X )n 

 

Where f is the mapping function. 

 

· Famous Example: The Logistic Map The equation is: X ₊n₁ = rX (n1 - X )n 

  · X  nrepresents a population (normalized between 0 and 1) at generation n. 

  · r is a parameter representing the growth rate. 

  · This simple-looking map exhibits incredibly complex behavior, including chaos, for 

certain values of r. By iterating this map, you can study equilibrium, cycles, and the emergence 

of chaotic systems. 

Why Are They Important? 

Discrete mappings are powerful because: 

· Simplicity: They are often easier to define and simulate on computers than continuous 

models. 

· Complexity from Simplicity: As shown by the Logistic Map, very simple nonlinear rules 

can generate highly complex and unpredictable (chaotic) behavior, which is essential for 

modeling real-world phenomena like weather, economics, and biological systems. 

· Foundation for Computation: The iterative nature of maps is the foundation of algorithms 

and computer programming. 

In summary, a discrete mapping is a fundamental rule that describes how a system moves 

from one discrete state to the next, serving as a cornerstone for modeling and understanding 

complex systems in mathematics, computer science, and physics. 

 



 
Pic.1 Fixed points of the squaring map 
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